
April 2, 2020 

Dear HDS Families, 

Tomorrow afternoon, we begin a much-needed and well deserved Pesach Break, concluding a challenging, but 
successful three weeks of virtual learning at Hebrew Day School! We are incredibly proud and thankful that we were 
able to continue educating our students with minimal downtime in this transition to online learning.  This learning has 
given our student a framework of routine and continuity via virtual connection, staying apart while growing together. 
Our faculty have acted with courage and deep commitment to make this possible, and you, our parents, have 
responded by balancing so many conflicting duties.   Together we have maintained community and spiritual vitality. 

Looking past the scheduled Pesach recess, we know that the shelter-at-home guidelines have been extended 
indefinitely.  Neighboring unified school districts have extended their online learning deadlines with no date of return. 
On March 30, 2020, Tony Thurmond, the California State Superintendent of Public Instruction wrote,  “Due to the 
current safety concerns and needs for ongoing social distancing, appears that our students will not be able to return to 
school campuses before the end of the school year.”  

In light of this, please note that HDS is committed to maintain an online learning program, with no specified date of 
return to campus, for the remainder of the academic school year.  We are ready, as soon as public health officials 
believe it is safe to do so, to reopen the physical campus and return to in-person operations within 48 hours notice. 
as soon as we find that public health officials believe that it is safe to do so.  For now, we go forward with uncertainty.  

Our focus: how to best partner with our students and parents in a virtual environment - spiritually, socially and 
academically. The responses to our parent surveys, along with teacher feedback, has enabled us to strategically 
evaluate our program to determine adjustments in communication, growth measurement and open home / school 
partnership. Looking ahead, we will begin exciting additions to look forward to, such as Art classes with Avril and 
social-emotional check-ins with Coach Ray.  The sessions for students and for parents that Estelle Workman began 
have already added a layer of emotional wellness support to our offerings.  

To allow our faculty and families an opportunity to make these adjustments, we are extending our Pesach break until 
April 22, 2020. There will be no class sessions held on Monday and Tuesday, April 20 and 21, as originally planned. 
These two days will be devoted to faculty training on remote learning tools, as well as providing parent and student 
training sessions, all done remotely.  This will set up our school community for greater success!   Additionally, we will 
give our faculty one well-deserved self- care day- April 29th for General Studies faculty and April 30th for Judaic 
Studies faculty.  Specific schedules will be forthcoming soon. 

We recognize that these uncharted times have made us all intrepid partners finding our way forward in close quarters. 
Let’s not lose sight of the sterling example of resilience and devotion to our children’s growth that we have shown 
throughout.  This memory will stay within them the longest. Together, with the inspiration of Pesach celebration and 
added planning time, we will resume classes on April 22 as the beautiful and meaningful Hebrew Day community we 
are, raising the future life trajectory for every one of our children.  Chag Sameach. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

Head of School 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 


